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This allusion implies that, on the death of  r/Aww7t/////</,   t-ho love of
Art and Poetry vanished, upstarts flourished and ovoryfoody's hand was
on his neighbour's throat. Such a, statement oviclonfcly moans that on
the death of Candra Gupta II, whon Govinda Gupta, ntlltldth/a I
ascended the throne and probably ml eel for two years, a, civil
war must have broken out between him and Ins bettor known brother
Kumara Gupta, and on the triumph of the lallor, or during this
period of Internal strife, the acute situation which Buhandhu dese-.ribcs
must have arisen,
5.   Kumara Gupta 1
I Goyinda Gupta, therefore, was succeeded by bin brother Kimiftta
Gupta ^'Mahendradihjct, probably in A. D. 415*16, _Tho oarly yeara of bis
reign must have been prosperous for the Bilsad stone pillar inscription
dated A, D. 415-16 describes his u augmenting victorious roigiu"1 ITo
must have been popular, for in the TTdaya^iri inscription of tho yonr
A. D. 425-26, he is styled as " the best of kin^s ".* This prospority
must have continued till the year A. D. 437-~tWt hoeauao the
Mandasor inscription of this ruler and Bandliuvarmnn, relates
how Kumara Gupta "was reigning over the (whole) earth".3 Afl no
inscriptions covering the last seven years of his roign luivo boon
forthcoming, it is possible that this was the period of tho barbaric
_ invasions'."1^ During this juncture, as the undated Bhitarl stone pillar
inscription of Skanda Gupta says: "he was employed as tho inoitiiB
of (subduing his) enemies who had put themselves forward in tho
desire for conquest that was so highly welcome to thorn"/
These invasions must have told heavily on tho resources of the
Gupta empire, for the emperor Kumara Gupta I was urged to issue
impure gold coins, although in the earlier days of MB prosperity,
like Samudra Gupta, he too celebrated the horse sacrifice/* Ho must
have died in the year A. D, 455-56, for it is well-known that Skanda
Gupta I was ruling in this year.6
His extant coins and epigraphs reveal how he was, to a largo
extent, successful in maintaining his father's empire. North Bengal
nmsUiaye been under his control for his viceroy Ciratadatta is mid
1 Fleet, op. dtn (10) p. 44; also see p. 43: 'WnwvWfo^^
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